
The Office of Senator Allison L. DeGazon, in collaboration with The Office of 

Senator Oakland Benta, Hosted a Mental Health Town Hall  

Senator Allison L. DeGazon alongside the Office of Senator 

Oakland Benta successfully hosted a town hall around Mental 

Health in the territory. Health Professionals from NAMI, 

Department of Health, Department of Human Services, 

Department of Education, Behavioral Services, VIPD, 10,000 

Helpers of St. Croix LLC., and Juan Luis Hospital presented 

information about the various services they provide, as well as 

answered pressing questions regarding the future of mental health 

care in the Virgin Islands. Our community has many who suffer 

in silence with mental health issues. This town hall provided 

support for individuals struggling with mental health issues and 

their caretakers.  

  

  Senator Allison L. DeGazon Launches School Tours 

Senator Allison L. DeGazon launched a series of school tours where 

she did walk throughs to assess the conditions of each school. With 

the assistance of staff persons, the Senator was able to successfully 

pinpoint specific areas in which each school needed support to 

improve and has begun working diligently to mobilize on bettering 

the issues that are under her oversight. These tours began with the 

Claude O. Markoe, Arthur Richards, and Ricardo Richards 

Elementary Schools.  

The “Gardens Up” Movement  

Senator Allison L. DeGazon  

Senator DeGazon visited the newly 

renovated Behavioral Unit at the Governor 

Juan F. Luis Hospital and highlight changes 

that have prevented the doors from opening 

to the public.  

The Senator hand selected local books to read 

aloud to several classes at the Claude O. Markoe, 

Ricardo Richards, and the Lew Muckle Elementary 

Schools. 

Senator DeGazon, Commissioner Nominee, 

Positive T.A. Nelson, Delegate Plaskett, and 

Senate President Kenneth Gittens met with 

Howard Northey, USDA Secretary of Agriculture 

while he visited the Virgin Islands to discuss 

upcoming agriculture initiatives. 

The Governor and his team, DPNR Commissioner 

and his team, DPW Asst. Commissioner, the St. 

Croix Administrator, VIWMA Interim Director, 

the Commissioner of Agriculture and Senator 

Allison L. DeGazon met to kick off the La Reine 

market renovation project. 

Stormwater management working session with DPNR 

to get several water sources for our farmers in STT 

AND STX. Benefits include the recharging of 

groundwater aquifers, reducing occurrence of flash 

flooding and reducing pollution to the marine 

environment. 

 

Delegate Plaskett and Senator DeGazon met to 

discuss her role as the Liaison to U.S. 

Congress, and an action plan to assess 

assistance in water access to farmers. 
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As Chairwoman of the Committee on Economic Development and 

Agriculture, Senator Allison L. DeGazon, initiated collaboration 

with VI Wildflower HoneyBee, Roy Canton, Department of 

Agriculture, Attorney Lydia Moolenaar, and HH Tire and Battery to 

establish a garden at the DHS Richmond Center, Ricardo Richards, 

and Claude O. Markoe Elementary School. As an advocate for 

agriculture and self-sustenance, as well as a farm owner, Senator 

DeGazon did not hesitate to get her hands dirty. The Senator assisted 

with cutting grass, tilling the soil, removing and stones or intrusive 

roots, and creating flower beds.  This project birthed Senator Allison 

DeGazon’s “Garden Up” Movement, where gardens are established 

in the local elementary schools. Through the “Gardens Up” 

movement, students are learning the value of money by selling their 

produce, while simultaneously learning about the importance of 

healthy eating, science and organic food production.  
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Senator Allison L. DeGazon Serves as Panelist at International Conference on 

International Conference on Island States/ Island Territories in Aruba  

As Chairwoman of the Committee on Economic Development and 

Agriculture, Senator Allison L. DeGazon was invited as a panelist 

at the International Conference on Island States/Territories. At this 

conference, the senator delivered a powerful Power Point 

presentation, reflecting on the governance of recovery and 

reconstruction of the territory after hurricanes Irma and Mara. This 

trip allowed participants an opportunity to engage in discussions 

regarding strategies to develop sustainable island tourism, building 

resiliency to withstand future natural disasters and climate change, 

and the role of policy makers in creating sustainable islands.  

DeGazon also held meetings with the Prime Minister of Aruba & 

St. Maarten to exchange policies on Economic Development. 

Committee on Economic Development and Agriculture Update 

Senator DeGazon held two Committee meetings, one on February 

6, 2019 to receive a status update on the state of the territory’s 

agriculture industry and on March 13, 2019 to get an update on the 

Economic Development Authority and the Virgin Islands Port 

Authority’s operations. Representing the Department of Agriculture 

was Commissioner Nominee, Positive T.A. Nelson, and Mr. 

Damian Cartwright, Acting CEO/ Director of Engineering 

represented the Virgin Islands Port Authority. Mr. Kamal Latham, 

Executive Director of the Economic Development Authority. 

Though a junior Senator, her experience with government 

operations and facilities was evident.  

 

Departmental Leadership 

 
Our community has had some difficulties with crime and gun violence 

in recent months. Senator DeGazon and her team sat down with 

Acting Commissioner of Police Mr. Marsh to offer legislative support, 

develop benchmarks for grant funding, recruiting, identify staffing 

challenges and initiatives geared toward the youth and high-risk 

individuals. They identified ways the Senator’s office can help. The 

Senator states that we have a lot of work to do as a community and 

she is committed to doing all she can to make our home safer”. 

 

Legislation   

Bill Number                                                    Purpose 

33-0037                                                           An Act requiring the Department of Planning and 

Natural Resources (“DPNR”) to identify and District 

and two (2) existing ponds in the St. Thomas District 

to capture stormwater runoff to be used primarily by 

farmers, allowing DPNR to seek assistance from the 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, and 

requiring that DPNR maintain the rehabilitated ponds. 

  

33-0036                                                           An Act amending title 7, chapter 1, subchapter I, 

section 2 of the Virgin Islands Code by including 

horses in the definition of livestock 

  

  

  

Bills in Legal Counsel 

BR Number: 19-0107                                     To allow Adult Education Center students graduating 

as Valedictorian and Salutatorian the same financial 

scholarship and benefits offered to Virgin Islands 

High School Valedictorian and Salutatorian 

  

BR Number: 19-0108                                     Title 32 Sports and Park Chapter 22 to create the 

FANTASY SPORTS CONTESTS Act of 2019 

  

BR Number: 19-0223           Financial Exploitation of an Elder of Dependent 

Adult. To enact protection for Elders and Dependent 

Adults 

BR Number:  19-0321 Virgin Islands Tenant Act-The proposed statute                                                    

outlines the rights of landlords and tenants in general.  

BR Number:  19-0269  To merge the Bureau of Labor Statistics with the 

Bureau of Economic Research to create a 

comprehensive data hub to promote revenue 

generation in the territory  

 
 


