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Keeping My Word
K E E P I N G  Y O U  I N F O R M E D

I am Allison DeGazon your senator. This has been the toughest job that I have ever held

but I was ready for the task and hit the ground running. The role of a Senator is to:

balance the budget and appropriate funds, draft legislation that protect our community

and provide oversight of the government. After seven months I have executed for you in

every area. I kept my word and I proposed legislation to: get water to our farmers, to

protect our elderly from abuse, to generate revenue for the government, improve

vocational education and address the mental health crisis. I have over 30 bills in process

and I regularly attend committee meetings to question and offer solutions to government

issues. I am still focused on streamlining the government and improving our economy. I

am proud to say that when my constituents call my office, I immediately address their

concerns and become their advocate. I said playtime is over and I have kept my word.

This is just the beginning and I am just getting started.

www.usvifordegazon.com

340-712-2210

adegazon@legvi.org



FINANCIAL
ELDERLY ABUSE

DeGazon speaks to AARP and Human Services Reps about new Bill

Sen. Allison DeGazon  met with the Department of

Human Services, the Lt. Gov. Office Division of

Banking and Insurance and AARP to discuss a bill

regarding elderly financial abuse in the territory.

 

One in 10 Americans age 60 and older experience some

form of physical, emotional, financial or even sexual

abuse over the course of a year, according to the

National Center on Elder Abuse. A recent study

published by MetLife Mature Market Institute estimates

the financial loss by victims of elder financial crimes

and exploitation exceeds $2.9 billion dollars annually.

ADDRESSING
FINANCIAL ABUSE
SENATOR ALLISON DEGAZON

"One in 10 Americans age

60 and older experience

some form of physical,

emotional, financial or

even sexual abuse over the

course of a year,"



According to Consumer Reports, financial elder

abuse, in which a senior citizen is coerced, bullied or

tricked into giving their assets, is the most common

and fastest-growing form of elder abuse.

 

Troy de Chabert-Schuster, State Director of AARP in

the Virgin Islands, noted that it was a growing issue

in the territory that needed to be handled.

 

“Our hope is to protect our seniors,” de Chabert-

Schuster said. “There is so much more we need to do.

This is a good beginning and I thank the senator for

doing this and she has agreed to continue working on

this in the future.”

 

According to Sonia Andrews, DeGazon’s Chief of

Staff, calling the stakeholders together was a

necessary part of the planning process to gather

suggestions and make amendments.

 

“It is critical for us to speak with stakeholders prior

to introducing a measure to the floor, it allows for

collaboration and buy in as well ensuring that the

true purpose of the legislation is captured,” Andrews

said.

 

DeGazon, agreeing with Andrews, said the fine-

tuning process with the stakeholders eliminates

wasted time in committee hearings by addressing

their concerns immediately.

 

“We wanted to make sure that specific definitions

were included, and that the intent of the bill was

correct and inclusive. We also wanted to get a good

understanding of future funding needs to ensure the

execution and enforcement of the bill would not be

hindered,” DeGazon said.

The bill would call for mandated reporting if

financial abuse is suspected and define the penalties

for abuse.

 

Once the bill is enacted, the Virgin Islands would

join 24 states that have enacted legislation or

adopted resolutions addressing financial exploitation

of the elderly and vulnerable adults

 

 

 

 

 

AN ACT AMENDING TITLE 34,
CHAPTER 15 OF THE VIRGIN

ISLANDS CODE BY DELETING
SECTION 470 AND AMENDING

TITLE 34 BY ADDING A NEW
CHAPTER 15A RELATING TO THE

FINANCIAL EXPLOITATION OF
ELDERLY PERSONS OR

DEPENDENT ADULTS

BILL NO. 33-0077
 
 



HORSE BILL MOVES
TO FULL BODY

Bill to add horses to livestock definition moves forward

Sen. Allison DeGazon’s bill to add horses to the

definition of livestock has cleared its second hurdle

after being approved during the Committee on Rules and

Judiciaryn. The bill was voted on favorably by all

senators in attendance and its next step is to be heard

by the full body during the upcoming legislation session.

 

The bill’s amendments—which defined horses for the

use of racing, not consumption--addressed the concerns

of the Department of Agriculture, the horse racing

commission and senators as presented from the July

12th hearing from the Committee on Economic

Development, Regulations and Agriculture.

SPURRING HORSE
RACING
SENATOR ALLISON DEGAZON

“This bill is a strong and

positive step in economic

development. It will set the

foundation and allow the

VI to become the premiere

horse racing industry in

the Caribbean."



“This amendment defines horses as thoroughbred

horses utilized for racing purposes. These

thoroughbred horses were at one time registered with

the National Jockey Club via affiliation through our

local jockey club that has been inactive for too long,”

DeGazon said, noting that the value of thoroughbreds

in the territory has greatly diminished.

 

According to DeGazon the bill would not only

provide small business opportunities but also

strengthen the presence of the horse racing industry

in the Virgin Islands, allow horses to be bred and

purchased from the Virgin Islands and also provide

technical support for horse owners.

 

“This would allow the USVI horse racing facilities to

take the initial steps towards being recognized as a

sanctioned racing facility that other national and

international horses would consider during the

winter months and off season for continued training

and rehabilitation,” DeGazon said. “This creates

more small-business opportunities for the budding

industry.”

 

The bill also opens the doors for more equine

veterinary practices in the territory through its

Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association

(TOBA).

 

“The Racing Commission and TOBA could now seek

qualified equine veterinarians to come to the

territory. In addition, training for the proper care of

horses could be channeled via these organizations,”

DeGazon said.

 

DeGazon spoke with Ira Mills, Tax Assessor for the

Virgin Islands, who stated that there would be

minimal no negative economic impact from the bill.

 

““This bill is a strong and positive step in economic

development. It will set the foundation and allow the

VI to become the premiere horse racing industry in

the Caribbean,” DeGazon said.

 

 

 

AN ACT AMENDING TITLE 7,
CHAPTER 1, SUBCHAPTER I,
SECTION 2 OF THE VIRGIN

ISLANDS CODE BY INCLUDING
HORSES IN THE DEFINITION OF

LIVESTOCK

BILL NO. 33-0036
 



APPEARANCES
made by Sen. Allison DeGazon

MAK I N G  T H E  ROUND S !

TAXI MEETING

Senators Kurt Vialet, Allison

DeGazon and Novelle Francis met

with taxi drivers at the Henry E.

Rohlsen Airport in a conference

room Monday evening to discuss an

upcoming bill sponsored by Mr.

Vialet that seeks to mandate credit

card as a form of payment for taxi

drivers.



INVESTITURE CEREMONY

Sen. Allison DeGazon attended the

investiture ceremony for Superior

Court Judge Jessica Gallivan. Gallivan

will replace Judge Denise Hinds

Roach whose six-year term ended in

November 2018. Gallivan was

nominated by Governor Albert Bryan

Jr. in April 2019

TOWN HALL

Sen. Allison DeGazon hosted a town hall

meeting at the Sunny Isle Amphitheater to

discuss her committee legislation, and issues

surrounding housing and education in the

community. Members from the Department of

Education and The Virgin Islands Housing

Authority were invited to speak to residents.



“I WILL NOT SUPPORT ANOTHER DOLLAR GOING TO WAPA FROM

SPECIAL FUNDS."

DEGAZON CALLS FOR
RESTRUCTURING OF
WAPA

Sen.  A l l ison  DeGazon

Sen. Allison DeGazon—sharing the frustrations of the
community—called for a corporate restructuring of the
Water and Power Authority.
 
DeGazon said Virgin Islanders were suffering from the
high cost of unreliable energy provided by WAPA—a cost
that the entity is looking to increase by three cents.
 
“I will not support another dollar going to WAPA from
special funds,” DeGazon said.
 
Emails from WAPA’s alert system showed a power
outage almost every day in July whether scheduled or as
a loss of generating capacity at the plants.
 
Yet, WAPA issued a statement citing reasons for
another rate increase such as: closing the budget gap
from the 2017 hurricane season, and to cover
operational costs and pay salaries.
 
WAPA officials said as it seeks an increase in the base
rate, it is also asking the Public Service Commission to
grant a decrease in the fuel surcharge (LEAC) by 3
cents.

“This decrease will offset the base rate increase and hold
steady rates at the current 43 cents per kilowatt hour for
residential customers through the end of this year,” the
statement read.
 
Residents who grew tired of the constant hikes with the
same low-quality service, scheduled a protest on in St.
Thomas at the PSC office in Barbel Plaza.
 
The event was planned and sponsored by the “Virgin
Islands Alliance For Consumer Justice.”
 
For several weeks, residents were also circulating a
petition calling for the PSC to deny the rate hike WAPA
requested earlier this year. 
 
According to data from Electric Choice, a database that
provides the average electricity rates for the United
States, at 43 cents per kilowatt hour, U.S. Virgin Islands
WAPA customers pay the most for electricity in all of the
United States, with the lowest being 9.79 cents per
kilowatt hour in Washington, and the highest 32.76 cents
per kilowatt hour in Hawaii.
 
“Every day WAPA kills our economic development
efforts and enough is enough,” DeGazon said. “We
should try to sell the power generation side of WAPA in a
deal that keeps our people employed and our power bills
low.”



S ENATOR

DEGAZON  SUPPORT S  CREAT I NG  A

P LANT  T I S SUE  CU L TURE  L AB  I N  THE

V I RG I N  I S L ANDS

After traveling to Tobago to attend the

33rd West Indies Agricultural Economics

Conference, Sen. Allison DeGazon

believes a plant tissue culture lab will be

a beneficial facility for the improvement

of agriculture and the economy in the

Virgin Islands.

 

According to DeGazon, a plant tissue

culture lab uses the tissue of donor

plants—which are placed into a medium

that causes the plants to multiply quickly

—to increase food production numbers.

 

“It takes the sprouts out immediately and

creates an environment for it to grow.

You don’t need to wait for seeds. One

plant can immediately become 100 to

300 plants,” DeGazon said, noting that it

is not cloning, or the genetically

modified process.

 

We are behind in technology and need to

change our entire agriculture

model. We must create specific

mandates, consistency and move to

achieve them,”

She said, but added that the Virgin

Islands should take advantage of the

areas it is leading in.

DeGazon believes it can be done in

the territory through aggressive grant

funding and technical partnerships

between Caribbean islands and the

Dept. of Agriculture; and the

University of the Virgin Islands

Cooperate Extension Services can

establish and partner on

such a project.

 

During her trip, DeGazon also met

with leaders in agriculture and is

planning to bring a Caribbean

technical summit to the territory.

 

"WE WERE LEADING IN

AQUAPONICS AND

HYDROPONICS RESEARCH

IN UVI. IT’S

CAPACITY BUILDING LIKE

THAT THAT WILL INCREASE

FOOD PRODUCTION AND

STRENGTHEN

THE ECONOMY"

N E W S  I N  A G R I C U L T U R E

 N E W S  I N  A G R I C U L T U R E



Sen.
Allison DeGazon commended the
Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Health for their
partnership using Women Infants
and Children
program vouchers at the Farmer’s
Market.
 
The Virgin Fresh Farmers’ Market
Nutrition Program has been around
for eight years. The pilot program
began in
2011 on St. Croix, with a grant from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
Its
purpose is to help provide fresh,
unprepared, locally grown fruits and
vegetables to WIC participants—
whom are typically low-income
pregnant,
postpartum, and breastfeeding
women, and children ages 1 to 5, who
are at
nutritional risk--while encouraging
support for farmers’ markets.

Kudos to Agriculture and
Health Departments

Breakfast Sold Out!!!! Prayer was

awesome!!! Thank you to those

who prayed and supported our

efforts. Funds raised from this

effort went directly towards

gathering classroom supplies for

teachers. More to come soon! 

 Team DeGazon remains on fire

Prayer Breakfast a Success!

The

program follows a specific cycle: once

funding is received, the VIDOA

provides

checks in increments to WIC

recipients; the recipients then take the

checks to

farmers’ markets or registered

produce stands; the farmers, in turn,

then take

the checks and cash them at the bank.

            DeGazon, who is chair of the

Committee on Economic

Development, Regulations and

Agriculture, said she looked

forward to more years of success from

DOH and VIDOA with the program.

“This is a personal success

because my mother retired from

working with the WIC program

for over 30 years. To be able to

push a program that she

supported brings me much

pride,” DeGazon said, adding that

she valued the program as a

mother herself. “ As a mom and a

farmer, I understand the need to

adequately provide for your

children and this program is

important for the health and

nutritional benefits of women

and children in this territory.”
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