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Keeping My Word
K E E P I N G  Y O U  I N F O R M E D

I am Allison L. DeGazon your senator. This has been the toughest job that I have ever held

but I was ready for the task and hit the ground running. The role of a Senator is to:

balance the budget and appropriate funds, draft legislation that protect our community

and provide oversight of the government. After seven months I have executed for you in

every area. I kept my word and I proposed legislation to: get water to our farmers, to

protect our elderly from abuse, to generate revenue for the government, improve

vocational education and address the mental health crisis. I have over 30 bills in process

and I regularly attend committee meetings to question and offer solutions to government

issues. I am still focused on streamlining the government and improving our economy. I

am proud to say that when my constituents call my office, I immediately address their

concerns and become their advocate. I said playtime is over and I have kept my word.

This is just the beginning and I am just getting started.

www.usvifordegazon.com

340-712-2210

adegazon@legvi.org







“This issue has gained the attention of

lawmakers, financial regulator and

other professionals, with new measures

introduced over the recent years to

address this issue. It is my vision that Bill

33-0077 relating to the financial

exploitation of elderly persons or

dependent adults can be adopted to

supplement Act 7002 and protect our

most vulnerable in our community. "

PROTECTING THE ELDERLY
Bill to protect elders from financial abuse passes

Sen. Allison L. DeGazon’s bill

protecting the elderly from

financial abuse was forwarded

to the Committee on Rules and

Judiciary.

 

Bill No. 33-0077 is an act

amending title 34, chapter 15 of

the Virgin Islands Code by

deleting section 470 and adding

a new chapter relating to the

financial exploitation of elderly

persons or dependent adults. 

 

According to DeGazon, elder

financial exploitation is a

significant problem now and is

expected to worsen with the

aging of our community. 

 

The senator noted that the bill

was also for those who were

abandoned by their families at

the Juan F. Luis Hospital. 

According to the U.S. Securities

and exchange commission,

Financial exploration is

recognized as one of five forms

of elder abuse followed by

psychological abuse, physical

abuse, sexual abuse and

neglect.

 

 Atty. General Denise George

testified in support of the bill,

noting that 51 percent of crimes

committed against the elderly

are by strangers, home repair

scams, burglaries and robberies,

and 34 percent are committed

by their family, friends, loved

ones and caregivers.

 

AARP Virgin Islands, The VI

Police Department and

Department of Human Services

also supported the bill, but DHS

asked for language to

strengthen their ability to

investigate suspected or known

cases of exploitation.

 

 



BILL  NO.  33 -0037  & BILL  NO.  33 -0065

Storm
Water &

Well
Drilling Bills
Pass

Major Win for Farmers

The passing of two bills  dedicated to

addressing storm water management and

establishing a well drilling unit, was a major

win for the community and farmers according

to the bills’ sponsor, Sen. Allison L. DeGazon,

chairwoman of the Committee on Economic

Development, regulations and agriculture,

testifiers and other committee members.

 

Bill No. 33-0037 is an act establishing an

inter-agency committee to develop a storm-

water management plan for the benefit of

agriculture in the Virgin Islands. Meanwhile,

the second bill, 33-0065 is an act requiring

the Department of Agriculture to establish

and implement a Well Drilling and

Maintenance Unit.

Bill No. 33-0037 was heard and held in

committee on Sept. 16 to address

technical points raised at the time.

Recently, an amendment in the nature of

a substitute was passed. Bill No. 33-0065

was also amended to require DPNR to

conduct a study of the territory’s

aquifers to determine water capacity for

agricultural use.

 

“These bills are about the development

of the agriculture infrastructure that

feeds and creates self-sufficiency. It is

about our residents and the stress of

potholes, the loss of life from flooding,

and having to continually pay for

damages to our vehicles front ends from

bad roads and improving our

transportation infrastructure,” DeGazon

said.



P o s i t i v e  S u p p o r t  f r o m

T e s t i f i e r s

DeGazon also reminded lawmakers that lack of a stormwater management plan

affected the ocean due to dirty debris, which presents harm to marine life.

 

Nelson Petty Jr., Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, testified in favor

of the bill.

 

 “As you know, DPW is currently developing road repair projects throughout the

territory. The approach we have taken, particularly as it relates to FEMA-funded

projects, is to do so by watershed. As such, we are taking steps to assess drainage

impacts in each watershed. This bill aligns with that approach,” Petty said.

 

Positive Nelson, Commissioner of Agriculture, presented data on wells territory wide

to support the passing of the bills. Both bills were voted on favorably and sent to the

Committee on Rules and Judiciary for further consideration.



"It’s going to show the small businesses of this territory that the 33rd
legislature has their back. This bill is not about going back to find money

to pay vendors now. It’s to ensure that the process is clean from the
beginning so that we don’t owe these people. So that their businesses
aren’t suffering and so they are not forced to continue to work and

provide and they’re not being paid."

DeGazon had sat down with Jenifer O’Neal,
director of the Office of Management and
Budget, and Commissioner of Department of
Property and Procurement, Anthony Thomas
on September 11, 2019 at the Virgin Islands
Cardiac Center on St. Croix to discuss the bill. 
 
The bill, she said, would provide a timeline for
the Government of the Virgin Islands to meet
its account payable obligation, and reinforce
public confidence as it relates to vendors
having statutes that protect them.
 
The senator also noted that small businesses
were ultimately being treated unfairly.
 
“I see it as we give everyone a break, except the
small businesses. They’re left to fend for
themselves. They have to get it right from the
beginning. They have to do what they have to
do,” DeGazon said. “But we have an obligation
to do for these small businesses as well.”
 
The bill was held in committee for further
amendments, but DeGazon says this is an
opportunity to make the bill stronger.

PROTECTING SMALL BUSINESSES
Government Prompt Payment Bill

Sen. Allison DeGazon drafted Bill No. 33-
0096, an Act repealing Title 33, chapter 115,
subchapter IV of the Virgin Islands Code to
replace it with a new subchapter IV, creating
the Virgin Islands Government Prompt
Payment Act.
 
 DeGazon said she wrote the bill after being
approached by numerous small businesses
about lack of payment from government
entities after conducting services. 
 
“They need help in maneuvering the red tape
to access their money after rendering
services. I’m embarrassed to say that some of
these invoices are years old. They performed
their work with limited resources and of
course should be paid if the procurement
process was followed,” DeGazon said, noting
that officials from the Office of Management
and Budget, the Department of Finance and
the Department of Property and Procurement
aided in creating the legislation.



On December 21, 2019 we lost Maria Encarnacion,

affectionately known by family as "Toni." 

 

For almost four decades, Miss Encarnacion was a

prominent figure in the education of many Virgin

Islanders, specifically in the St. Croix District.

 

She held many roles serving in a range of capacities,

including elementary teacher, assistant principal,

principal, deputy superintendent, and district director

of curriculum and instruction. Recently, she was

appointed assistant commissioner.

 

According to family, Miss Encarnacion believed her

years in education was a blessing that truly enriched

her life; preparing today’s leaders for tomorrow was an

investment worth more than all the gold in the world.

 

 

 

I had the pleasure of meeting Maria

Encarnacion shortly before her passing to

discuss matters relating to the education of

the territory's children. 

 

During our conversation you could truly see

her knowledge and passion when it came to

education and in providing the best for

students in the Virgin Islands.  There was no

question that Miss Encarnacion's life was

committed to the youth of the Virgin Islands

and to their attainment of academic

excellence. 

 

My condolensces to all whom she touched

during her life, including family, friends, her

students and those in her personal and

professional circles.

 

May she rest in peace.

 

 

 N E W S  I N  B U S I N E S S

Tribute to 
Maria Encarnacion

S EN .  A L L I SON  L .  DEGAZON



BLUE ECONOMY
S U S T A I N A B L E  U S E  O F  O C E A N  R E S O U R C E S  F O R  E C O N O M I C  G R O W T H

S P O N S O R E D  B Y  S E N .  A L L I S O N  L .  D E G A Z O N

V.I senators and department heads want to

move to what they are calling a “Blue

Economy,” but there are concerns about how it

will be organized, funded and what exactly a

Blue Economy is.The first step could be a bill

sponsored by Sen. Allison L. DeGazon that was

discussed Tuesday at the Finance Committee.

 

Bill No. 33-0137 is An Act authorizing the

Virgin Islands Bureau of Economic Research,

the Virgin Islands Department of Planning and

Natural Resources, and the Virgin Islands

Economic Development Authority to create a

plan to assist the U.S. Virgin Islands in

developing a sustainable blue economy within

the Territory.

 

Keith Richards, assistant commissioner for

Planning and Natural Resources, testified he

saw the bill as promoting “economic growth,

social inclusion, better understanding of the

impact of climate change on the ocean and the

preservation or improvement of livelihoods,

while at the same time ensuring environmental

sustainability of the ocean and coastal areas.”

He added that those objectives were consistent

with the goals of the department.

 

 

Kamal Latham, chief executive officer for

the Economic Development Authority, at

the hearing said he was in full support of

the bill. He said the bill would help the

territory address the “growing threats of

overfishing, pollution and climate

change.” He said a Blue Economy plan

would be “a sustainable plan for the use of

ocean resources for economic

growth.”The Blue Economy includes

many components, he continued. 

 

The components he mentioned included

the traditional concerns for the fishery,

maritime transport and tourism, as well as

emerging issues such as offshore

renewable energy, aquaculture, seabed

extraction and marine biotechnology.

 

All the senators present – DeGazon,

DeGraff, Vialet, Frett-Gregory, Oakland

Benta and Marvin Blyden – voted

favorably to move the bill to the Rules and

Judiciary Committee.DeGazon said

amendments would be made to address

concerns about a timeline, lead agency,

definition and funding.

 



APPEARANCES
made by Sen. Allison DeGazon

MAK I N G  T H E  ROUND S !

DIALYSIS MEETING

Sen. Allison L. DeGazon met with

a member of the JFL board, the

CEO and two doctors to begin the

action steps toward a dialysis

unit. The group agreed that it can

be a low hanging fruit item and

can be done. They also came up

with a to do list and will

reconvene. "Our people need this

ASAP"-DeGazon



PAPILOVE & ST. CLAIRE 

RADIO TOUR
Sen. Allison L. DeGazon went on air with

Papi Love and St. Claire to connect with

her constituents and share information

on pertinent topics in the Virgin

Islands.  St. Croix Administrator 

 Sammuel Sanes also visited the station

to talk about the naming of the Eddie

Ortiz drive on route 663.



REAL ISSUES WITH REAL ESTATE

Sen. Allison L. DeGazon met with the

Virgin Islands Board of Realtors and

Department of Licensing and Consumer

Affairs Commissioner Richard Evangelista

to discuss real estate statutes, property

rights, affordable properties, licensing and

more. 



AGRICULTURE & ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT MEETING

Senator DeGazon and Senator Javan James Sr.

worked together on legislation which speaks to

improving the farming industry in the U.S. Virgin

Islands and also creating a thriving economy for

the territory.



HAPPY HOLIDAYS

While enjoying the festivities the

Senator along with her committee and

friends donated bicycles to children at

the Three Kings Day Celebration in 

 Machuchal.  She also attended both

the Children and Adults Parade for the

2019-2020 Crucian Christmas Festival. 
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SEE YOU IN 2020!!
PLAY TIME IS OVER


